Applications of a minicomputer to clinical pharmacy services.
The application of a minicomputer system to clinical services and administrative record keeping is described. All applications were designed and implemented by pharmacists. Programs were created to increase the efficiency of collecting workload statistics for clinical services and to perform pharmacokinetic analyses of patient-specific data. The time required to generate quarterly workload reports decreased from 15-18 hours to 20-30 minutes. The use of the minicomputer also permitted a substantial expansion in the scope of the information collected and reported. The pharmacokinetic programs required approximately two minutes to calculate patient-specific peak and trough concentrations. The minicomputer system has increased the pharmacy department's administrative efficiency and encouraged staff pharmacist involvement in clinical services.